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Overarching LOIs for RE 

 

 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 Trip, Visit or 
Experience 

Whole School 
Assemblies 

Reception        Diwali – Hinduism 
and Sikhism 
 
Bodhi Day - 
Buddhists 

Year 1 What is important to 
you? 

Why do Christians 
celebrate Christmas? 

How do I know I’m 
being good? 

What do Christians 
and Jews believe about 

creation? 

How do religions 
welcome new members? 

Where do Christians 
worship? 

Easter with Rev. Sam 

Year 2 How do Christians, 
Jews and Muslims say 
‘thank you’ to God 
for the natural 

world? 

Why is light 
important to 

Christians and 
Hindus? 

Who is a Muslim and 
what does it mean to 

be a Muslim? 

When do we 
cooperate? 

 
 

Do our actions speak 
louder than words? 

 
 

What have I learned 
about different 

religions? 

Christingle at the 
Church with Rev. Sam  
- Christianity 

Year 3 What are the rules? 
 
 

What do people believe 
about God? 

That’s not fair! Or is 
it? 

What are the key 
events in Jesus’ life? 

What is so special 
about places? 

 
 

What is the bible and 
what might I find in 

it? 

Harvest Assembly 
with Rev. Sam  
 
Christingle at the 
Church with Rev. Sam 
– Christianity 

Year 4 What does worship 
mean? 

How is Christmas 
celebrated in other 

countries? 

What do we mean by 
commitment? 

Why did Jesus tell 
stories? 

What is pilgrimage? What is Judaism? Harvest Assembly 
with Rev. Sam  
 
Advent Journey with 
Rev. Sam – 
Christianity  

Year 5 How did it all start? 
 

What can we learn 
from religious texts? 

 

What are the Five 
Pillars of Islam? 

Am I always right? 
 
 
 

What do we believe in 
our town? 

 
 

Do Hindus believe in 
many gods? 

Trip to the Mandir 
(Hinduism) 
 
Advent Journey with 
Rev. Sam – 
Christianity 

Year 6 Why is Diwali 
celebrated by both 
Hindus and Sikhs? 

What is prayer and 
meditation? 

 

How can religious 
meaning be expressed 

through art? 

Who are key people of 
faith? 

How do different 
religions celebrate 

marriage? 
 

What do people believe 
after someone dies? 

Transition with Rev. 
Sam 
 
Visit from a Humanist 
(Humanism) 
 



 

 

 

Year 1 

 Autumn 1 
LOIs 

Autumn 2 
LOIs 

Spring 1 
LOIs 

Spring 2 
LOIs 

Summer 1 
LOIs 

Summer 2 
LOIs 

 What is important to you? Why do Christians celebrate 
Christmas? 

How do I know I’m being good? What do Christians and Jews 
believe about creation? 

How do religions welcome new 
members? 

Where do Christians worship? 

1 What one thing would you take on a 
long journey and why? 

How do many people celebrate 
birthdays? 

What are our school values? Can I retell the creation story 
from the Bible? 

How does our school welcome 
new children? 

What is a church? 

2 Who is important to you and why? Why is Jesus so important to 
Christians? 

Which value would I want 
more of and why? 

Why do Christians and Jews 
tell the same creation story? 

Why and how do Christians 
celebrate Baptism? 

What might I find in a 
church? 

3 How do we show that we care for 
someone? 

Can I retell the story of the 
nativity? 

What happens when people are 
good? 

How would I feel if I was the 
first person on the planet and 
everything was new? 

How do Christians show they 
are members of their faith? 

Why  is  the cross important 
to Christians? 

4 What is most important to a 
Muslim? 

Can I sing a Christmas carol? What happens when people are 
bad? 

How do we take care of the 
planet now? 

How does a religion represented 
in our community welcome 
new members? 

Why do Christians go to 
church? (prayer) 

5 What is most important to a 
Christian? 

What special food is eaten at 
Christmas? 

What does Christianity and 
Islam tell us about being good? 

What do Muslims believe about 
creation? 

How is Christianity similar to 
Islam in welcoming new 
members? 

How do Christians pray? 
(praise – devotional) 

6 What is most important to a faith 
represented in our community? 

Why do Christians send cards 
and decorate a tree at 
Christmas? 

  Why is it important for 
religions to welcome new 
members? 

How do Christians pray? 
(asking – petitionary) 

Coverage  Christianity 
Islam 

Christianity Christianity 
Islam  

Christianity 
Islam 
Judaism 

Christianity 
Islam 

Christianity 

Key 
Vocabul

ary 

Christianity, Christians 
Islam, Muslims 
 
belief, believe, faith, religion 

Christian, Christianity 
Christ, Jesus 
Christmas 
 
belief, believe, faith, founder, God  

Christianity, Christians 
Islam, Muslims 

Christianity, Christians 
Bible 
Islam, Muslims 
Qur’an  
Jew, Jewish, Judaism 
Torah scroll  
 
belief, believe, faith, holy book 

Christianity, Christians 
Bible 
baptism 
 
belief, believe, faith, religion 

Christianity, Christians 
Bible 
church 
cross 
pray 
prayer 
devotional (praise) 
petitionary (asking) 
worship 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Year 2 

 Autumn 1 
LOIs 

Autumn 2 
LOIs 

Spring 1 
LOIs 

Spring 2 
LOIs 

Summer 1 
LOIs 

Summer 2 
LOIs 

 How do Christians, Jews and 
Muslims say ‘thank you’ to God 

for the natural world? 
 

 

Why is light important to 
Christians and Hindus? 

What does it mean to be a 
Muslim? 

When do we cooperate? 
 
 

Do our actions speak louder 
than words? 

 
 

What have I learned about 
different religions? 

1 When do we say ‘thank you’ 
and why? 

How does a candle in a dark 
room make us feel? 

Why is Muhammed so 
important to Muslims? 

When do we cooperate and 
why? 

How can we tell that someone is 
good? 

Can I sort these photos of 
different religious items? 

2 Where does our food and 
water come from? 

Why did Jesus say he was ‘the 
light of the world’? 

What is the Qur’an and why 
is it so special to Muslims? 

Which charities are linked to 
religions? 
(Christian Aid, Islamic Relief, 
Oxfam) 

What are our values in school 
and how do we show them each 
day? 

Can I explain what these key RE 
words mean? 

3 Why do many Christians 
celebrate Harvest Festival? 

What is ‘advent’ and why is it 
important to Christians? 

What do I do every day, every 
week and every year? 

When do these different 
charities work together? 

What are the main values of 
the faith represented by our 
visitor? 

Can I identify these symbols 
and explain their meaning? 

4 What happens at Sukkot and 
what is a Sukkah? 

Who were Rama and Sita? What are Muslim daily 
rituals? 

When else do Muslims come 
together and why? 

How are our visitor’s values 
similar to our school’s golden 
rules? 

Can I retell a story that is 
important to Christians? 
(The Lost Sheep) 

5 Why do many Muslims believe 
that Allah has made them 
guardians of creation? 

Why is light used in the 
festival of Diwali? 

What is Ramadan and Eid-Al-
Fitr? 

Why might Christians show 
kindness to others? 
(The Good Samaritan) 

How are Christian values 
similar and different to 
Islamic values? 

Can I retell the story that is 
important to Jewish people?  
(The Jewish Story of Moses) 

6 How do we share with others?    How do Christian’s and 
Muslim’s actions speak louder 
than words? 

What do Christianity, Islam 
and Judaism have in common 
and what is different? 

Coverage Christianity 
Islam 
Judaism 

Christianity 
Hinduism 

Islam Christianity 
Islam 

Christianity Christianity 
Islam 
Judaism 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible 
Islam, Muslims, Allah 
Qur’an  
Jew, Jewish, Judaism 
Torah scroll  
 
Sukkot, Sukkah 
Harvest 
 
creation, guardians 
 
belief, believe, faith, holy book 

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible 
 
Hinduism, Hindu, Gods 
Aum (or Om) 
Rama, Sita 
 
belief, believe, faith, holy book, light, 
good, evil, darkness 

Islam, Muslims, Allah 
Qur’an  
Muhammed 
revelation (wahy – Arabic) 
angel Gabriel  
Makkah 
mosque 
crescent moon and star 
messengers of God 
Night of Power 
rituals 
Ramadan 
Eid-Al-Fitr 

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible 
The Good Samaritan  
 
Islam, Muslims, Allah 
Qur’an  
 
belief, believe, faith, holy book 
 
cooperation, charity, kindness 

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible 
 
belief, believe, faith, holy book, values, 
actions 

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible, Cross 
Islam, Muslims, Allah 
Qur’an, crescent moon and star  
Jew, Jewish, Judaism 
Torah scroll, Star of David 



 

 

 

 

Year 3 

 Autumn 1 
LOIs 

Autumn 2 
LOIs 

Spring 1 
LOIs 

Spring 2 
LOIs 

Summer 1 
LOIs 

Summer 2 
LOIs 

 What are the rules? 
 

What do people believe about 
God? 

That’s not fair! Or is it? What are the key events of 
Jesus’ life? 

What is so special about 
places? 

 
 

What is the bible and what 
might I find in it? 

1 Why are rules important? Why is God written with a 
capital ‘G’? 

How do we help others? Who was Jesus of Nazareth? 
(Founder of Christianity) 

What places are special to use 
and why? 

What is special about the 
Bible?  
(divided into named books, 
numbered chapters and 
numbered verses? 

2 What are the rules or precepts for 
Christianity and Judaism? 

How is God, or are the gods, 
described in the Bible, the 
Qur’an and the Torah? 

How did Christian Aid, Islamic 
Relief and Oxfam begin and 
why? 

How did Jesus enter 
Jerusalem? 

What is special about Mount 
Hira to Muslims? 

Why do Christians believe the 
bible is holy? 

3 Can we retell the story of Moses and 
the ten commandments? 

How is God portrayed in 
Christian art? 

How did Oxfam begin and 
why? 

What was the Last Supper? What is special about the 
Mount of Olives to Jews and 
Christians? 

How does Jesus heal a blind 
man? (story of the Healing of 
the Blind Man) 

4 Can we retell a story from Islam 
about rules or guidance on how to 
live with and how to respond to 
others? 

What are the features of 
Islamic art and how do these 
reflect belief? 

What’s the story behind 
Comic/Sport Relief? 

How did Jesus’ physical life 
end? 

What are the main features 
of a mosque and  a church? 

How did Jesus feed the five 
thousand? 

5 What are moral values? What is the Humanist view? Do you have to be religious to 
support these charities? 

What happened in the days 
after Jesus’ death?  

What are the main features 
of a mandir and a 
gurdwara? 

What is the Lord’s Prayer? 

6  What do I believe about God?  Why is Easter an important 
time for Christians? 

What places are near our 
school that have religious 
significance? 

What do these stories teach 
Christians about their faith? 

Coverage Christianity 
Judaism 
Islam 

Christianity 
Islam 
Judaism 
Humanism 

Christianity 
Islam 

Christianity Christianity 
Islam 
Hinduism 
Sikhism 

Christianity 

Key 
Vocabul

ary 

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible, Cross 
Islam, Muslims, Allah 
Qur’an, crescent moon and star  
Jew, Jewish, Judaism 
Torah scroll, Star of David 
 
ten commandments 

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible, Cross 
Islam, Muslims, Allah 
Qur’an, crescent moon and star  
Jew, Jewish, Judaism 
Torah scroll, Star of David 
 
Humanism, Humanist, happy human, 

Christianity, Christians, God 
 
Islam, Muslims, Allah 
 
Christian Aid, Islamic Relief, Oxfam 
 
support, kindness, generosity, giving 
 

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible, Cross 
Jesus of Nazareth 
Jerusalem, the Last Supper 
death  
Easter 
Easter Sunday 

place of worship 
church – Jesus, cross, the font, the altar, 
the lectern 
mosque – mihrab, a minaret, a dome, a 
place to wash before prayer, a crescent 
moon and star. 
mandir – aum, Vedas, main shrine, 
Murtis, bell, shoe rack 
gurdwara – nishan sahib (flag), darbar 

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible, Cross 
 
chapters, verses, holy, belief, believe, 
faith, prayer, religious stories,  



 

 

belief, believe, faith, guidance, rules, moral 
values,  

non-religious worldview, atheist, 
atheism 
 

eternal life  
resurrection, sacrifice 

sahib (hall), four doors, Chanani (canopy), 
shoe rack, manji sahib (raised platforms), 
golak (where worshipers donate money) 

 

Year 4 

 Autumn 1 
LOIs 

Autumn 2 
LOIs 

Spring 1 
LOIs 

Spring 2 
LOIs 

Summer 1 
LOIs 

Summer 2 
LOIs 

 What does worship mean? How is Christmas celebrated in 
other countries? 

What do we mean by 
commitment? 

Why did Jesus tell stories? What is pilgrimage? What is Judaism? 

1 Who do we communicate with 
regularly and when do we thank 
others? 

Why do Christians celebrate 
Christmas and what do we 
associate with this festival? 

What clubs and groups do we 
belong to and who leads them? 

What can we learn from 
stories? 

Which places are special to us 
and why? 

What is the Torah? 

2 Why do people pray and what is the 
meaning of their actions? 

What are the four themes of 
Advent? 

Why is it not always easy to 
stay committed to something? 

Can we make a timeline of 
the life of Jesus? 

When do we go on journeys 
and why? 

Who were Abraham, Moses 
and David? 

3 What are the significant symbols of 
Christianity and what part do they 
play in ceremonies? 

How is Christmas celebrated in 
Mexico and what happens nine 
days before Christmas? 

Why are people so upset when 
Nelson Mandela died? 

What can we learn from The 
Lost Coin; The House built on 
rock and the house built on 
sand; The Mustard Seed; The 
Widow’s Mite or The Sower? 

Why is Lourdes special to 
many Christians? 

What is the Jewish ‘covenant 
with God’? 

4 What are the significant symbols of 
Islam and what part do they play in 
ceremonies? 

How is Christmas celebrated in 
Poland and why is a twelve 
course meal eaten? 

Who is the Dali Lama and 
why is he so important to 
Buddhists? 

How do Christians use these 
stories to help them live their 
lives? 

What is Hajj and what does 
it mean to Muslims? 

What is the ‘Magen David’? 

5 What are the significant symbols of 
Judaism and what part do they play 
in ceremonies? 

How is Christmas celebrated in 
Norway? 

Who is the Pop and why is he 
so important to Catholics? 

What have I learned from 
these stories? 

What places are special to 
Buddhists? 

What happens in a synagogue? 

6 Do all religions represented in our 
community use music as part of 
worship and why? 

What are the similarities and 
differences between Christmas 
celebrations and traditions 
around the world? 

  What places are special to 
Jewish people? 

What is Bar Mitzvah and Bat 
Mitzvah? 

Coverage Christianity 
Islam 
Judaism 

Christianity Christianity 
Buddhism 

Christianity Christianity 
Islam 
Judaism 

Judaism 

Key 
Vocabul

ary 

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible, Cross 
Islam, Muslims, Allah 
Qur’an, crescent moon and star  
Jew, Jewish, Judaism 
Torah scroll, Star of David 
 

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible, Cross 
Advent – hope, peace, love, joy. 
 

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible, Cross 
Buddhism, Buddhist,  
Dali Lama 

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible, Cross 
Jesus of Nazareth 
 

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible, Cross 
Lourdes 
Hajj, Makkah, mosque 
synagogue  
 
special places, places of worship 

Judaism, Jew, Jewish 
Abraham, covenant 
Moses 
Passover (Pesach) 
prophet, synagogue 
Bar Mitzvah, Bat Mitzvah 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Year 5 

 Autumn 1 
LOIs 

Autumn 2 
LOIs 

Spring 1 
LOIs 

Spring 2 
LOIs 

Summer 1 
LOIs 

Summer 2 
LOIs 

 How did it all start? 
 
 

What can we learn from 
religious texts? 

What are the Five Pillars of 
Islam? 

Am I always right? 
 
 
 

What do we believe in our 
town? 

 
 

Do Hindus believe in many 
gods? 

1 Can we retell the creation as 
described in the Bible? 

What have we learned from 
books and texts that has helped 
us lead our lives? 

What do we know about the 
Qur’an and the Sunnah? 

Are our school rules fair? What places of worship are 
down the road? 

What are the origins of 
Hinduism? 

2 Is there a conflict between the 
Bible story and scientific 
evidence for evolution? 

What is the Shema and why is 
it a source of wisdom? 

Can we retell the stories of 
Muhammed? 

Could I live by the main rules 
of two religions represented in 
the local community? 

Which faiths are represented 
within 5km of our school and 
which are not? 

What do the Hindus believe 
about the one supreme God? 

3 How does another religion 
represented in our community 
believe the world and life 
began? 

In the Qur’an, what does the 1st 
Shurah teach? 

What rules do I follow in my 
life and why do I follow them? 

What are the Five Precepts in 
Buddhism? 

What do agnosticism and 
atheism mean? 

Who are Brahma, Shiva and 
Vishnu? 

4 What do Muslims believe about 
creation? 

What does 1 Corinthians 13 tell 
us about love? 

What are the five pillars of 
Islam? 
(Shahada, Salat, Zakah, 
Sawm and Hajj) 

Why is their conflict? What does the census tell us 
for our area? 

What did Krishna say about 
Karma? 
(Brahman) 

5 What aspects do religions and 
cultures have in common? 

Is prayer common to all 
religions? 

What is the importance of 
each pillar to Muslims? 
 

What is Holocaust Memorial 
Day? 

What is the national picture? Why is Karma an important 
belief for Hindus?  

6 How do I believe the world 
began? 

 Where is Makkah and why is 
it so important to Muslims? 

Who has made a moral choice 
in a text from a religion 
represented in the local 
community? 

What do people believe in a 
country we are studying? 

 

Coverage Christianity 
Islam 

Christianity 
Islam 
Judaism 

Islam Buddhism Atheism 
Agnosticism 

Hinduism 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible, Cross 
Islam, Muslims, Allah 
Qur’an, crescent moon and star  
 
creation 
religious, scientific, evolution 
belief, believe, faith, worship 

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible, Cross,  
1 Corinthians 
Islam, Muslims, Allah 
Qur’an, crescent moon and star  
1st Shurah (chapter) 
Jew, Jewish, Judaism 
Torah scroll, Star of David 
Shema 
 

Islam, Muslims, Allah 
Qur’an, crescent moon and star 
Muhammed 
Makkah 
mosque 
rituals 
five pillars of faith - Shahada, Salat, 
Zakah, Sawm and Hajj 

Buddhism, Buddha, Buddhist, 
enlightenment 
meditation 
Siddhartha Gautama 
craving (tanha) 
The five precepts – refrain from 
taking life, refrain from taking what 
is not given, refrain from the misuse 
of the senses, refrain from wrong 
speech, refrain from intoxicants that 
cloud the mind 

Atheism 
Agnosticism 
Humanism 
 
non-religious worldview 
moral values 

Hinduism, Hindu, Aum (or Om) 
atman, avatar,  
Brahman 
Brahma 
Krishna 
mandir, moksha 
Rama, reincarnation  
Shiva, Vishnu  



 

 

 

Year 6 

 Autumn 1 
LOIs 

Autumn 2 
LOIs 

Spring 1 
LOIs 

Spring 2 
LOIs 

Summer 1 
LOIs 

Summer 2 
LOIs 

 Why is Diwali celebrated by both 
Hindus and Sikhs? 

What is prayer and 
meditation? 

 
 

How can religious meaning be 
expressed through art? 

Who are key people of faith? How do different religions 
celebrate marriage? 

 

What do people believe after 
someone dies? 

1 What celebrations do the children in 
our class take part in each year? 

Why do Buddhists meditate? Which are work do I like and 
why? 

Who was Harriet Tubman? What do I celebrate? What do Christians and 
Muslims believe happens after 
someone dies? 

2 What do we remember about Diwali 
from Key Stage 1? 

What are the prayer rituals 
in Christianity, Islam and 
Judaism? 

What are the key features of 
Islamic art? 

What did she do during her 
life? 

Who is special to me and why? What do Humanists and 
Buddhists believe about death? 

3 What are the origins of Hinduism 
and Sikhism? 

Which prayers are associated 
with certain occasions for 
Christianity and Islam? 
 

What stories can be found in 
a church’s stained glass 
windows? 

Why was she motivated by her 
Christian faith? 

How do Christians celebrate 
marriage? 

What do different religions 
have in common? 

4 Why and how is Diwali celebrated 
by both religions? 

Can I recognise some key 
prayers from major religions, 
and their significance? 

What are some of the 64 
traditional Hindu arts? 

In what way does Harriet’s life 
and work link to Christian 
teachings? 

How do Muslims celebrate 
marriage? 

How do different religions 
celebrate the end of a person’s 
life? 

5 Can I retell a story linked to Diwali? Can I write a prayer or poem 
linked to my life and beliefs? 

How is religion expressed 
through art in our 
community? 

Why might Christians consider 
Harriet Tubman a key person 
of faith? 

How do Humanists celebrate 
marriage? 

How would I want to be 
remembered? 

6 Why is it important for 
communities to come together for 
celebrations? 

What does prayer and 
meditation mean to me? 

How can I create a piece of 
art that is significant to me 
and my beliefs? 

   

Coverage Hinduism 
Sikhism 

Christianity 
Islam 
Judaism 
Buddhism 

Christianity 
Islam 
Hinduism 

Christianity Humanism 
Christianity 
Islam 

Humanism 
Christianity 
Islam 
Buddhism 

Key 
Vocabul

ary 

Hinduism, Hindu, Aum (or Om) 
Diwali 
mandir, moksha 
Sikhism, Sikh, Guru, gurdwara, Guru Nanak 
 
good, evil, Rama, Sita, Ravana, Hanuman 
festival of light, rangoli, lanterns, lights  

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible, Cross 
Islam, Muslims, Allah 
Qur’an, crescent moon and star, Makkah   
Jew, Jewish, Judaism 
Torah scroll, Star of David 
Buddhism, Buddha, Buddhist, enlightenment 
meditation 
prayer, devotional (praise) prayer, 
petitionary (asking) prayer, amen,  
prayer mat, Wudu (hand washing ritual)  

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible, Cross 
Islam, Muslims, Allah 
Qur’an, crescent moon and star  
Hinduism, Hindu, Aum (or Om) 
 

 

Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible, Cross 
 
Belief, believe, faith, worship, 
Christian teachings 

 

Humanism, Humanist, happy human, 
non-religious worldview, atheist, 
atheism 
Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible, Cross 
Islam, Muslims, Allah 
Qur’an, crescent moon and star 

Humanism, Humanist, happy human, 
non-religious worldview, atheist, 
atheism 
Christianity, Christians, God 
Bible, Cross 
Islam, Muslims, Allah 
Qur’an, crescent moon and star 
Buddhism, Buddha, Buddhist, 
enlightenment 
meditation 

 


